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No shortage of places to eat here. Head for Golden Square 
for the flashiest restaurants or Belmont Street for trendy 
bars, but keep an eye out for traditional dishes such as 
cullen skink and stovies. Seafood is generally excellent - 
Peterhead and Fraserburgh are major fishing ports - and, of 
course, Aberdeen Angus beef is world-renowned.

The Albyn Restaurant & Bar (+44 (0) 1224 211 666) offers 
fine dining with an a´ la carte menu in the evening.

The Eating Room (+44 (0) 1224 212 125) offers great food 
in the west of the town described as traditional quality with a 
contemporary twist.

The Square Restaurant (+44 (0) 1224 646 362) offers casual 
dining in a restaurant with minimalistic decor combining 
modern features with the more traditional look of a listed 
building.

Poldinos Restaurant (+44 (0) 1224 647 777) offers baked 
pizzas with lashings of toppings. Tender pasta dishes full 
of tasty things and luscious cream sauces. Seafood, prime 
steaks, chicken dishes, all with that extra touch of genius 
which true Italian cooking!

Howies Restaurant (+44 (0) 1224 639 500) offers a 
contemporary style and the decor is stylish and modern. 
The atmosphere depends largely on the occasion, and can 
be either conducive to a quiet, intimate dinner or a lively 
evening out.

The Olive Tree Restaurant (+44 (0) 1224 208 877) is located 
in the city’s West End, in a former Toll House, The Olive 
Tree Restaurant offers perfectly delivered dishes with a 
Mediterranean bias and the occasional contemporary twist.

Cafe 52 on the Green (+44 (0) 1224 590 094) is situated in 
the heart of Aberdeen and has views of one of Scotland’s 
most enchanting skylines. It offers inspirational avante garde 
cooking and puddings to die for

Halo Restaurant (+44 (0) 1224 622 107) on Union Street, 
offers contemporary Scottish and European cuisine.

Silver Darling (+44 (0) 1224 576 229) is the place to head 
for the best fish and seafood, overlooking Aberdeen harbour. 
The name itself is the local term for the herring.

Les Amis (+44 (0) 1224 584 599) is for those who prefer a 
little international flavour, Les Amis claims to be the only truly 
French restaurant in town.

  Eating Out

The Foyer Restaurant and Gallery (+44 (0) 1224 582277) is 
the place to go if you’re starting feeling a bit peckish while 
touring one of Aberdeen’s many cultural locales and galleries 
but don’t want to stop taking in the art. The Foyer Restaurant 
and Gallery serves up the best of modern cuisine as well 
as contemporary art. Traditional Scottish greats are treated 
to a fresh makeover and are served along side European 
favourites. The restaurant also supports a local charity, the 
Aberdeen Foyer, with its profits going to help homeless 
youths and to alleviate unemployment. The layout is open 
and gives its patrons the chance to absorb artworks without 
becoming cluttered and with the ever-changing background 
the interior never gets dull. Menus change regularly providing 
innovative and exciting meals.
www.foyerrestaurant.com

  A Tasty Suggestion

Thanks to the two thriving universities in Aberdeen, the city 
is geared up to cater for younger as well as more mature 
visitors - there’s no shortage of action when the sun’s gone 
down.

The Lemon Tree, tel: +44 (0) 1224 620 610, is the top venue 
for live jazz and folk, comedy and contemporary drama. 
www.lemontree.org

Ministry, a church converted into a nightclub, is popular 
with students, hosting big-name DJs.

Espionage, 120 Union Street, tel: +44 (0) 1224 640 641, is 
the place for house music, staying open until 3am on Friday 
and Saturday nights.

If you fancy a pint in a traditional pub, visit the Prince of 
Wales, 7 St Nicholas Lane, tel: +44 (0) 1244 640 597, one of 
the most popular places in town.

Aberdeen’s Music Hall, tel: +44 (0) 1244 641 122, is 
an ornately gilded theatre, seating 1,400 and offers an 
impressive line-up of acts including the Scottish National 
Orchestra. Contact the hall for the latest programme and 
advance tickets.

  Nightlife
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Tourist Offices 
www.aberdeen-grampian.com

 Local Services

Climate: The Scottish climate is notoriously unpredictable, 
but the east coast is generally drier and sunnier than the west. 
Strong winds blowing in from the North Sea can make the city 
feel icy in winter when warm clothes are essential.

Dialling code: +44 (0) 1224 followed by establishment 
number.

Information: Aberdeen Visitor Information Centre, 23 Union 
Street, Aberdeen, AB11 5BP. Tel: +44 (0) 1224 288 828.

Website: www.aberdeen-grampian.com

Aberdeen Public Holidays 2007: April 16, May 7, July 9, 
September 24, December 25,26 2008: Jan 1,2; Mar 21; May 
5,26; Aug 4; Dec 1,25,26.

  Facts You Need

Flybe operates regular scheduled services to Aberdeen 
from Belfast City, Birmingham, Exeter (from May 8, 2008), 
Jersey (details to be announced soon), Leeds-Bradford and 
Southampton (from March 30, 2008). www.flybe.com

  Flybe Services

As the prime shopping centre for much of the Grampian 
region, Aberdeen has a disproportionately large retail sector 
for a city with a population of little more than 212,000.

More than 80 shops, seven department stores and six indoor 
malls should be enough to keep the most serious shopper 
occupied - but, just in case, two more multi-million-pound 
centres are currently under construction. For the quirkier 
shops and boutiques, visitors should explore the side-
streets off Union Street - designer jewellery, fashions and 
accessories, distinctive gifts and delicatessen fare are all 
great buys. 

More familiar High Street names crop up in Aberdeen’s 
award-winning Bon Accord Centre, the recently re-furbished 
Trinity Centre, and the smaller St Nicholas Centre, while The 
Academy, which boasts an Italian-style piazza, and

The Galleria feature more specialist shops. The Belmont 
Street area, where The Academy is to be found, is also 
the site of the superb Country Fair market, held on the last 
Saturday of each month. 

Thistle Street, Castlegate and George Street are worth 
checking out, too. And there’s more to come. The massive 
new Union Square shopping centre and transport interchange 
will transform Aberdeen’s Guild Street, its railway station 
and is bus terminus, while a new 21,000 square feet of retail 
space - the Queen’s Links Retail & Leisure Park has been 
developed close to Beach Boulevard.

  Shopping

With an unfair stigma attached to its location, Aberdeen may 
not seem the ideal place to invest but this couldn’t be further 
from the truth. Currently a new development is spring up 
north of Central Aberdeen on the site of a former university 
campus. CALA Homes is currently in the process of selling 
414 newly-built houses giving the leafy environment a new 
lease of life. Houses have already been sold and reserved 
but more are available for sale and some have yet to be 
released onto the market. Ideally situated in Aberdeen, 
residents have access to all the open parks, leisure facilities 
and vibrant nightlife that the city has to offer.

  Property

Once in Aberdeen, most facilities and attractions are within 
comfortable walking distance, and regular bus services 
run in and around the city. Aberdeen was the first city in 
Scotland to introduce bus-based Park & Ride.

  Getting Around 


