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The weather on the Costa Blanca is considered the best in
Spain - long, hot summers cooled by sea breezes, little rain
and an average 320 sunny days a year. Little wonder, then,
it’s long been a draw for second-home-owning Brits. With
three championship golf-courses at La Manga, cycling, hiking
and every possible water-sport, there’s plenty to attract
active property owners. However, investing in Spanish soil

is no longer only the domain of sun-loving retirees. Plenty of
middle-income couples and families are spending holidays in
their own homes here, thanks largely to knock-down airfares.

A luxury two-bed apartment, close to Alicante, with shared
pool and garden or solarium can be had for £60,000 (http://
www.dreamspain.net). A brand-new villa with private plunge
pool and easy reach of the airport costs around £85,000.

And there’re plenty of business opportunities, too. Valencia
is the fifth most populous province in Spain. Alicante’s
population of 325,000 relies on agriculture, fishing, textiles,
footwear, toys, harbour trade and tourism for its income.
The Agency for Fomenting Commercial Activities can help
with business schemes if you’re looking to invest, Email:
comercio@alicante-ayto.es.

Spainwide Business Services offers a very helpful website
(http://www.spainwide.com) and can provide business
expertise and legal advice, particularly useful if you’re not
fluent in Spanish.

As a popular tourist spot, Alicante has no shortage of
hotels, choose from converted old mansion houses to
sybaritic four- and five-star opulence, offering spas,
Jacuzzis, spectacular sea-views and every luxury
imaginable at your fingertips.

The most popular hotels are close to the Explanada, but

if you’re after budget options, book a hotel room near the
Santa Maria church, this area also has a buzzing nightlife.
But whatever your plans, if you’re flying out in high season,
make sure you book ahead.

The four-star Eurostars Mediterranean Plaza is right beside
the Postiguet Beach and offers tastefully decorated rooms
plus a gym and sauna, while the four-star Tryp Gran Sol
Hotel set on la Rambla Méndez Nufez offers beautiful
harbour views and is also close to the beach and shops.
Right on the seafront is the three-star Albahia Hotel
(Albufereta Beach) or book the two-star Hotel Goya, ideally
placed for exploring the city and beach.

Reservations for all these hotels on +44 (0)871 900 8297 or
visit www.flybehotels.com
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Castillo Santa Babara: The town’s biggest monument is the
Castillo Santa Babara (tel: +34 965 263 131) an enormous
castle looking down at the city from a clifftop. If you can’t
face the climb, access by lift (tel: +34 965 152 969, € 2.40)
from Paseo Gomis, behind the tourist office on Playa del
Postiguet. It runs daily in summer, 9.00-20.00, winter daily
9.00-19.30.

Santa Cruz: Below the castle is the zesty old quarter, Santa
Cruz, where you’ll find Catedral San Nicolas de Bari, tel: +34
965 212 662, open daily 07.30-12.30 and 05.30-20.30. Built
in 1662, it's a rather dour building, restored after the Civil
War and interesting for its history: Alicante was the last place
in Spain held by the Republic at the end of the war in 1939,
15,000 refugees waited in vain at churches and alongside the
docks to be rescued from fascist Franco-loyalists.

Basilica de Santa Maria: Much more attractive is Basilica de
Santa Maria, tel: +34 965 216 026, Plaza Santa Maria, open
10.30-14.00 and 18.00-19.30. It’s the oldest church in the
town, building started in the 13th century, and features an
incredibly ornate golden altar.

Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de Alicante: Nearby is the
town’s best art museum, Museo de Arte Contemporaneo de
Alicante (Museo de la Asegurada), tel: +34 965 140 768, (This
museum is temporarily closed).

The elegant Baroque city hall building Ayuntamiento, tel: +34
965 149 100, is near it, take a tour of the sumptuous interior.

Museo de Belenes: Bizarrely, the tiny Museo de Belenes, tel:
+34 965 202 232, is dedicated entirely to a world collection
of nativity figures, some for sale. For Alicantinian history,
visit MARQ, Museo Arqueolégico Provincial de Alicante,

tel: +34 965 159 000, open Tuesday-Saturday 10.00-19.00,
Sunday and holidays 10.00-14.00, a glossy new archaeology
museum with hi-tech presentations of local history, including
the Ibero-Roman city of Lucentum which is currently being
excavated behind the Playa de la Albufereta. Fans of
bullfighting might be interested in Museo Taurino, beside
Alicante’s bullring, open Tuesday- Friday 10.30-13.30 and
17.00 -20.00. Saturday 10.30-13.30.

Playa del Postiguet: The main town beach is Playa del
Postiguet, which gets crowded in peak months. Next along is
Playa de la Albufereta, with the Roman ruins of the Lucentum
behind it. Rocky coves and a nudist beach is at Playa de la
Almadraba and at Playa San Juan, you'll find a huge, sandy
beach packed with bars and discos.
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Although rice is a key ingredient right across Spain, it’s
cooked at its best in Valencia Region, including Alicante. But
if you want a change from paella, try fideua, similar to the
national dish with seafood and chicken, but using razor-thin
pasta instead. Other local specialities include arroz a banda,
rice with seafood, emperador - swordfish and dorada a la
sal, fish cooked in a salty crust.

As dining as a family late into the evening is a national
pastime, there are dozens of great value, atmospheric
restaurants and tapas bars right across town. If you like
rice and seafood, head to Darsena on Paseo del Puerto,
overlooking the port, tel: +34 965 207 399, to choose from
over 100 rice-based dishes. Nou Manolin, Calle Villegas,
tel: +34 965 200 368. There’s also a packed tapas bar. El
Jumillano (+34 96 521 1764), which specialises in local
seafood and meat dishes, has changed little in 60 years.
Octopus and every other catch of the day is on the menu
at Rincon Gallego, tel: +34 965 219 616, on Calle Pértico
Ansaldo.

Regular flybe flights operate from Birmingham, Exeter,
Norwich and Southampton to Alicante.

www.flybe.com

Climate: Alicante enjoys mild winters and hot summers,
although sea breezes usually prevent excessive heat.

Rainfall is low, with most rain in winter. Average maximum
temperatures range from 16°C in January to 32°C in July and
August.

Currency: The Euro. €1= 68p or £1 = €1.47 (September 2006).

For current rate, check with your bank.

Dialling code: For Alicante dial +34 and then the
establishment number.

Information: Spanish Tourist Office in London on +44 (0) 20
7486 8077 or visit http://www.tourspain.co.uk, http://www.
alicanteturismo.com or http://www.alicante-ayto.es/ingles/. or
http://www.landofvalencia.com

Alicante Tourist Office, Rambla de Mendez Nunez 23; tel: + 34
96 520 0000 Tourist Info Bus Station, tel: +34 965 929 802

Public Holidays 2007: Apr 6,9,19; May 1,; Jun 24; Aug 15;
Oct 9,12; Nov 1; Dec 6,8,25.

Time difference: Alicante is one hour ahead of the UK
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Central Alicante is small enough to walk around, but
transport is useful for accessing the beaches and the
Albufereta. Bus 21 runs along the seafront all the way to
Playa de San Juan, roughly every 15 minutes and all night
on summer weekends. The bus station is near the centre
on Calle Portugal, where you can also pick up buses south
towards Murcia.

Alternatively a tram chugs along the coast, leaving from
Playa del Postiguet and stopping at the FGV (Valencia
regional railway) station. FGV also has a smaller line, El
Trenet, which runs north along the coastline. El Postiguet
station operates trains every hour to Altea and every two
hours to Dénia.

Alicante is known for its rugs, toys, dolls, pottery, basketwork
and leather goods. Head to Rambla de Méndez Nufez with
typical products or, for more modern shops, to Maisonnave
and its surrounding district. In winter, a huge market is held at
Paseo del Doctor Gadea and whole year on the Explanada.
Both markets sell casual clothes, pottery and jewellery.

If you're after culinary delights, head to the street markets
to see colourful stalls heaped with fresh fruit, veg. and all
manner of fresh fish, particularly salted (salazones), salted
tuna (mojama), roe (hueva) and shark (marrajo).

Enocoteca Bernardino, Calle de Foglietti, is a good wine
shop, claiming to stock over 2,500 different labels. For gifts,
try V. Pascual, Avenida Alfonso X El Sabio, which stocks a
huge range of herbs and hand-made Valencian pottery and
ceramics.

Nowhere is dining at lunch-time taken more seriously than

in Spain. A two-hour break is still traditional, as is the siesta
- towns and villages seem to stand still between 2 and 4pm.
But less well known is that the menu del dia, the cheap and
cheerful three-course meal offered by restaurants, is a legal
requirement and the reason Spaniards have a proper lunch.

Valencia is famed as the birthplace of paella, a dish that

is often made badly elsewhere much to the annoyance of
Valencianos. When made authentically, bomba rice is used,
grown in the Valencian plains, and real saffron (not yellow
food colouring) simmers with the rice in a shallow pan with
garlic and olive oil and a mixture of meat and/or seafood. A
socarat, crunchy crust, is achieved by blasting the dish with
heat to finish off before serving.

The town of Alicante is credited with inventing montaditos,
canapé-style, bite-sized pieces of bread heaped with local
delicacies. They’re now served, usually with drinks, all over
Spain.

(vrecycle

When you have finished with
this magazine please recycle it.

flybe,com

Europe’s Number One Regional Airline



