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Start by dropping in at the Tourist Office on Boulevard de la 
Colonne to buy a €10 Chambéry pass, which will admit you 
to all the museums, the train ride and tours of the town and 
castle, (see What’s new? below).

While Chambéry’s Alpine surroundings are a skiers’ paradise, 
the town itself offers plenty for lovers of art and culture. To 
get your bearings, board the small train that chugs around 
the pedestrianised medieval quarter at the Fontaine des 
Eléphants and you’ll take in Chambéry’s most famous 
monument, built in 1838 in homage to General Comte de 
Boigne (see City Overview above) and key sights.

Then visit the Musée Saviosien which charts the town’s 
history from the Bronze Age onwards and includes some 
notable paintings. A passage leads from the square to the rue 
de la Croix-d’Or, lined with plenty of restaurants and coffee 
shops, ideal for lunch and visiting the Theatre Charles Dullin, 
named after the avant-garde director born here.

Take the narrow medieval lane, rue Basse du Chåteau which 
brings you out beneath the apse of the Ste Chapelle, the 
castle chapel. Although badly damaged by fire, the stained-
glass is wonderful and you can see a full-size 19th century 
photo of the Turin Shroud which was originally held here. If 
it’s a Saturday, you’ll get the benefit of all 70 bells chiming 
from the monster-sized carillon.

Then head to the majestic white chateau itself and take a 
guided tour for an insight into the dukes of Savoy and what 
they did.

A short walk from the castle is the Musée des Beaux Arts 
where you can see Uccello’s Portrait of a Young Man and 
some Titian cartoons.

Finish the day at Place St-Léger with its fountain and cafés 
and sample a glass of Savoy wine, choose from Bergeron, 
Apremont, Chignin or one of 20 others. If it’s summer, street 
performers and musicians provide a free show.

  A Perfect Day

World Championship Skiing Championships 2008
Val d’Isere and Chamonix, two of the best skiing locations near 
Chambery, are host to the Men’s super downhill combined 
World Championship skiing race in 2008. Chamonix, just a 
short drive East from Chambery, holds the first leg of the race 
on JANUARY 2 - 27 whilst Val d’Isere holds the second leg on 
FEBRUARY - 3. This race comprises many high-speed turns, 
huge vertical drops and is against the clock. Come and watch 
some of the best professionals compete for the world title. 
www.fis-ski.com/uk

The Chambéry Pass
The Chambéry Pass gives massively reduced entrance fees to 
museums and attractions. The pass can be purchased from 
the tourist office and gives savings for entry to the Fine Art 
Museum, Savoisien Museum, Les Charmettes, the Natural 
History Museum, Gallery Eureka, the small tourist train as well 
as guided tours of the town and castle. Get cut-price tariffs 
on the boats of Lac du Bourget and at the cinema. Bikes are 
available to rent at the Vélostation (outside the Railway station) 
and there are 50 km of cycling paths in and around Chambéry 
to take advantage of. For a further €1 you can travel on the 
Chambéry 24-hour bus network. It is valid from May 1 to 
October 31.

   What’s Hot

Chambéry has plenty of nightlife with a host of bars for the 
après-ski crowd. Beer-drinkers will be awash with choice at 
the Café de L’Horlogerie, Place St Leger. There are several 
clubs on Care Curial, popular with the thirty-something 
crowd. There are a couple of cocktail bars on the avenue 
des Ducs de Savoie, and a number of cinemas, but most 
life centres around the bars and brasseries where you can 
sample one of the 20 Savoy wines or a local aperitif. Try a 
chambéryzette, a dry Vermouth and strawberry liquor. Other 
local strong drinks include the génépi á l’anciennne or the 
pe’re la rocaille vulnéria.

  Nightlife

By car: Explore the city and the countryside in comfort and 
style at great prices! Get the best deal by checking Flybe’s 
partner Avis for the best available car hire rates at www.
flybe.com/avis

By road: Chambéry town centre is located 8km (5miles) 
from Chambéry-Savoie airport. More information at www.
chambery-airport.com

Contact Flybe’s car rental partner Avis for the best available 
car hire rates. www.flybe.com/avi

By bus or coach: Bus transfers to the ski resorts. More 
information at www.altibus.com

By rail: There is no train link to the city centre, but a good 
network from Chambéry’s rail station to all skiing resorts.

By taxi: Taxis gather outside the terminal building. The 
journey takes 15 minutes and costs €18-22 (£12.50 - 
£15.20).

   Getting To Chambery



Europe’s Number One Regional Airline

Gothic Chateau des Ducs de Savoie: Start with the imposing, 
white-stoned chateau, guided tours in July and August 
Monday to Saturday at 10.30 am, 14.30, 15.30 and 16.40, 
afternoons only on Sunday, daily at 14.30 in May, June and 
September, and 14.30 Saturdays, Sundays and bank holidays 
(except December 25 and January 1) from October to April, 
entrance €4 (£2.80). A magnificent structure, it was once 
the main home of the dukes of Savoy. Part of the complex 
includes the Sainte Chapelle, where the Turin shroud once lay 
and, although the shroud was eventually taken back to Turin, 
a full-size 19th century photograph remains here. The chapel 
was badly damaged by a 16th century fire, but the stained 
glass windows remain intact and are impressive. The chapel 
also contains the biggest carillon in Europe, with no fewer 
than 70 bells. Hear the full ensemble at 17.30 on the 1st and 
3rd Saturdays of the month.

Fontaine des Eléphants: The town’s most famous 
monument, on boulevard de la Colonne, a quirky structure 
erected in homage to the Comte de Boigne, an 18th century 
son of the town who amassed a fortune in India much of 
which he invested in Chambéry for town improvements.

Le Charmettes: Two km south of the town, is the former 
home of the 18th century philosopher Jean-Jacques 
Rousseau and his mistress, Mme de Warens, now a museum 
dedicated to his memory. Open everyday except Tuesdays 
and public holidays, April-September daily 10.00-noon and 
14.00-18.00, October-March 10.00-noon and 14.00-16.30. 
Free admission. Late evening spectacle in July and August.

Musée Savoisien: Chronicles the town’s history with 
beautiful paintings including rare 13th century wall paintings. 
Open everyday except Tuesday, 10am-noon, 2-6pm, 
entrance €3.10 (£2).

Musée des Beaux Arts: Not far from the castle, mostly 
devoted to Italian artists, though pride of the collection is 
Ucello’s Portrait of a Young Man, partly free of charge, €3.10 
(£2.0) for the whole museum .

 Key Places to Visit

Chambery

Ice Skating: The Parinoire de Busson Rond complex just on 
the outskirts of the city offers not only skating but swimming, 
shopping and eating facilities too. The ice skating rink is open 
daily to all and is available for hire. You can also hire skates 
there which is unusual for some French skate rinks. For more 
information phone +33 (0) 479 850 914

Bowling: The Bowling complex is fun for the whole family. 
It is equipped with all the latest bowling equipment such as 
barriers for the children, and shoes and gloves for hire. www.
ibowling.fr

Swimming: The stade nautique de Chambéry outdoor 
swimming pools is open throughout the summer months and 
costs €2.50 for entry. It can keep the children entertained 
every day with inflatable sessions and plunge pools. For 
more information phone +33 (0) 479 694 966

  Activities

There are plenty of great value hotels dotted around the 
centre of the town. If you’re on a tight budget, head to the 
station area. But there are some wonderfully-furnished 
properties to enjoy for a special stay, including a converted 
fortress with trompe l’oeil déLcor. There are also cheerful-
looking, mid-range double-fronted hotels on the main 
boulevards, serving classic Savoy fare from around €15 a 
head. For rural peace and outstanding views, stay in the 
village of Les Charmettes, Rousseau’s old stomping ground.

In the city, the three-star Mercure Center and two-star 
Ballades, Best and Campanile Chambéry are all available 
through www.flybehotels.com

Chambéry belongs to the national ‘Bon Week-End en Villas’ 
offer. In eight hotels of the town (from two- to four-star 
hotels), you pay the first night and the second is free! Two 
nights for the price of one, during the weekends, all year 
round... It is a very good bargain worth knowing!

Ask information at Chambéry Tourist Office, tel: + 33 (0) 4 79 
33 4247.
www.chambery-tourisme.com

   Accommodation

Details on all attractions from Chambery Tourist Office, tel: + 
33 (0) 4 79 33 4247, www.chambery-tourisme.com
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Great food at reasonable prices is easy to find in Chambéry. 
Many mid-range Savoyard restaurants specialise in lake 
and river fish and if you want to splash out, there are some 
excellent options with top-of-the-range cuisine with menus 
from €20 to €75 a head. One particularly noteworthy is a 
converted 17th century church.

Food is taken seriously here with many age-old traditions 
carefully preserved. Look out for crozets, little pasta squares 
produced to a Tarentaise housewife’s recipe using soft 
wheat and buckwheat flour and eggs. Fondue savoyade, 
bread dipped in a blend of melted cheeses with white wine 
and kirsch, raclette, melted cheese served with potatoes 
and onions and gratin dauphinois are all regional specialities 
worth ordering.

The farou and Colombier des Aillons are delicious local 
cheeses and when it comes to desserts, there are treats 
galore. The truffle chocolate was created in Chambéry in 
1895, or try the elephant pave or the Savoy sweep. Pastry-
lovers will enjoy the chamberien, an almond and coffee-
cream cake and the saint-genix pralines, red-sugared 
almonds, both well worth taking home.

Auberge Le St jean (+33 (0) 479 28 76 68) in the village of St 
Jean d’Arrey just a short distance from the city, the Auberge 
le St Jean is a wonderfully homely restaurant. Fresh produce 
is only used.

Le Lion d’Or (+33 (0) 479 443 275) This hotel restaurant 
in the centre of the city serves top quality breakfast lunch 
and dinner at affordable prices. Right on the doorstep of 
Chambery’s nightlife it makes a very good starting place for 
a night out.

Or du Temps (+33 (0) 479 85 51 28) with a quaint outdoor 
terrace to eat on, or sitting inside, you can still take in the 
fantastic views that the restaurant has to offer. The menu is 
ever changing because they insist on only using seasonal 
produce. The restaurant also only offers set menus which all 
reflect a slightly different taste.

L’Orangerie (+33 (0) 479 96 6300) with comfortable wooden 
surroundings, and antique and unique objects to keep you 
engaged, the restaurant has a very relaxed charm to it. Only 
using seasonal products the menu is constantly adapting 
and evolving to what is in stock.

Le Saint Real (+33 (0) 479 700 933) At the heart of the old 
town you find the charming restaurant Le Saint Real. Serving 
high quality food in a refined setting you will want to take 
your time in this relaxed atmosphere.

La Vanoise (+33 (0) 479 69 02 78) This popular fish 
restaurant serves both freshwater and deep sea fish. La 
Vanoise also offers original dishes with a very good wine and 
dessert selection.

Le Z Brassiere (+33 (0) 479 85 96 87) this trendy upmarket 
restaurant come brasserie is extremely popular in modern 
Chambéry. Leather chairs which are easy to sink into line the 
tables by the open kitchen. Very lively and vibrant.

  Eating Out

Le Chateau de Comtes de Challes is in the town of Challes 
les Eaux, just a short drive from Chambery. The restaurant is 
set in an ancient 15th century chateau, once owned by the 
Count of Challes. Also a hotel, the chateau is surrounded 
by beautiful grounds and scenery that can be seen from the 
restaurant.
The restaurant prides itself on picking only the best local and 
regional produce that it can get, including lots of freshwater 
river and lake fish, which are included on the menu.
The dishes range from €10 to €30, and dishes include 
beef poele with garlic and coriander sauce, and seasonal 
vegetables from €27 whilst all desserts are €10. This 
restaurant is perfect for an intimate evening out, and with 
great food at inexpensive prices it is definitely one to 
consider. 
www.chateau-comtes-challes.federal-hotel.com

  A Tasty Suggestion

Coming soon.

  Property

Gastronomy:
There are plenty of enticing shops selling Chambéry’s 
gastronomic specialities in the city centre. Two firms continue 
to manufacture and sell the local aperitifs, Dolin and Routin. 
Also look out for local cheeses, chocolate truffles, pastries 
and cakes and any of the 20 Savoy wines.

Markets:
Two major flea markets are held on the last Sunday of April 
and September each year, September 25 for 2005, when 
2,500 stallholders flock to the town centre, flogging second-
hand bric-a-brac along with genuine antiques.

Antiques:
Every second Saturday of the month, antique dealers gather 
at an antique fair on place St-Léger and place de Hotel de 
Ville. There’s also a large flea market each Sunday morning 
on the car parks of the Nef Cinemas in Chamnord (North of 
Chambéry).

  Shopping
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Tourist Offices
www.chambery-tourisme.com

 Local Services

Climate: Chambéry has a continental climate with warm 
summers and cold winters. Average temperatures are 10-
15 degrees C (50 -59 degrees F) with heavy snowfall in the 
surrounding mountains. Humidity can reach 84 per cent in 
December, 72 per cent in July.

Currency: The Euro. €1 = 68p or £1 = €1.48.

Dialling code: For Chambéry dial +33 4.

Information: Office de Tourisme de Chambéry, 24 Boulevard 
de la Colonne, 73000 Chambéry. Tel: +33 (0) 4 79 33 42 47. 
E-mail: info@chambery-tourisme.com
www.chambery-tourisme.com

Public Holidays 2007: November 1,11, December 25, 26. 
2008:  Jan 1; Mar 24; May 1,8,12; Jul 14; Aug 15; Nov 1,11; 
Dec 25,26.

Time difference: Chambéry is one hour ahead of the UK.

  Facts You Need

Flybe operates year-round from Southampton and from 
Birmingham, Exeter and Norwich in the winter season only. 
www.flybe.com

  Flybe Services

The gare SNCF is on rue Sommeiller, 500 metres north of the 
old town and the gare routie`re (tel: +33 (0) 4 79 69 11 88) is 
right outside, in Place de la Gare.

All the city buses stop at Boulevard de la Colonne, beside 
the tourist office (tel: +33 (0) 4 79 33 42 47). To visit Les 
Charmettes and acquaint yourself with Rousseau’s summer 
home, book in advance a bus/taxi (Information Stac +33 (0) 4 
79 68 67 00), except on Sundays and bank holidays.

If you want to explore around the Vanoise area, visit Maison 
du Parc at 135 rue Docteur-Juilland (+33 (0) 4 79 62 30 
54). The staff are very helpful and provide maps and route 
information.

For boat trips on the beautiful Lac du Bourget, contact 
Bateaux du Lac du Bourget et du Haut-Rhone, tel: +33 (0) 4 
79 88 92 09), www.gwel.com

If you really want to travel in style, helicopter flights from the 
lakeside airports provide magical views. Try Héli-Alpes tel: 
+33 (0) 4 50 27 35 45 or Hélijet, tel: +33 (0) 4 79 54 46 30.

For parachuting, tel: +33 (0) 4 79 54 42 93. 
www.veloce-skydive.com/chambery

  Getting Around 

Chambéry’s position in the mountains has undoubtedly had 
an influence on its inhabitants. Its most famous monument, 
Fontaine des Eléphants is wildly extravagant and definitely 
off-scale, but huge fun. The four ‘truncated’ elephants are 
placed in the shape of the much-revered Savoy flag and 
support a column shaped like a trunk, at the top of which 
stands General de Boigne.

The town’s other bizarre visual spectacle is its numerous 
trompe d’oeil artworks. Although originating in Italy, the 
technique was developed and refined in Chambéry in the 
19th century and the town has taken it to heart, an example 
is visible from almost every street corner.

The best piece is at the Cathedrale St-Francois de Sales 
where 6,000 square metres is on-show to ‘deceive the eye’.

 An Insider’s Perspective


