











Faro

Tourist Offices

www.visitalgarve.pt (Tel: +351 289 800 400)
www.cm-faro.pt (Tel: +351 289 870 870)
www.visitportugal.com (Tel: +44 (0) 845 355 1212)

Flybe offers direct services to Faro, gateway to the Algarve,
from both Exeter and Southampton. www.flybe.com

Climate: Spring and autumn are the best times to visit,
although mild mid-winters and minimal rainfall make for a
great off-season option. Summers are hot and dry while the
sea acts as a cooling influence for coastal towns such as Faro.

Currency: The Euro. €1 = 68p or £1=€1.48.

Dialling code: The code for Portugal from the UK is +351,
followed by the establishment number.

Information: Portuguese National Tourist Office, 11 Belgrave
Square, London SW1X 8PP (tel: +44 (0) 845 355 1212).

Algarve Regional Tourist Authority, Avenida 5 de Outubro 18,
8000-076, Faro, (tel: +351 289 800 400/424)

Contact Faro Town Council, or camara municipal, for up-to-
the-minute local tourist information (tel: +351 289 870 870)
www.cm-faro.pt

www.visitportugal.com

www.visitalgarve.pt

Public holidays 2007: August 15, October 5, November 1,
December 1,8,24,25 2008: Jan 1; Feb 5; Mar 24; Apr 25; May
1,22; Jun 10; Aug 15; Oct 5; Nov 1; Dec 1,8,25.

Time difference: Faro has the same time as the UK.

Central Faro covers little more than one square kilometre, so
the public transport system is all but superfluous. Taxis are
plentiful and relatively inexpensive (€2.50 to start with, and
then around €2 per kilometre).

Buses are the least expensive way of travelling to other
centres along the coastal strip, but services can be
infrequent and erratic. Just to complicate matters, bus stops
(paragem) apply to buses heading in both directions, so the
stop may not be on the same side of the road as the bus!

More comfortable coaches are operated by EVA Coaches
(tel: +351 289 899 700) and Renex (tel: +351 289 812 980).
www.eva-bus.com

From Faro’s rail station (tel: +351 289 801 726), Caminho de
Ferro Portuguese (CP) operates east to Vila Real de Santo
Antonio and west to Lagos.

Malls:

Forum Algarve. Faro claims to have Europe’s largest
shopping mall under one roof. The centre boasts a vast
supermarket, more than 100 shops, loads of restaurants, and
a couple of cinemas into the bargain.

Shopping Algarve Mall. Not to be outdone, the newer, on the
EN125 just outside the town, has all that plus a bowling alley.
Unfortunately, because it is not entirely roofed over, it cannot
claim the Forum’s record.

Markets:

For one-stop shopping of a rather different nature, the so-
called “gypsy market” comes to Faro on the first Friday and
Sunday of every month. These days it has little to do with
gypsies — and everything to do with bargain handicrafts.
Wicker-work, wood-carvings and pottery are among the best
buys.

And that, really, is the point of shopping in Faro. Shopping
malls are a great diversion, and ideal for clothing and other
purchases, but the stores tend to lack the character of
smaller — and usually cheaper — outlets.

Pottery:

Whether you’re looking for earthenware garden planters,
ceramic tables or kitchenware - makes an excellent and
practical souvenir, while colourful azulejo tiles are a more
decorative memento. Copperware is a good buy — yours
could be the only household in the neighbourhood to boast
a wok-like cataplana cooking kettle — and while the wines
are good, tangerine liqueur and amarguinha, a sweet almond
liqueur, are a more unusual and distinctive addition to the
cocktail cabinet.

Shopping hours are generally 0900-1300hrs and then from
1500-1900hrs, but the larger and more tourist-orientated
outlets stay open longer — the malls, for example, are open
for business right up to midnight, and many of the shops
within them are open seven days a week.

The Algarve is rightly famed for its glorious beaches, but
too many people overlook the fact that Faro is just as well
endowed with vast swathes of golden sand.

The main Praia de Faro is on the llha de Faro, a giant
sandpit stretching for several miles along the coast opposite
the airport. Immensely popular with local residents, it can
become uncomfortably crowded on summer weekends,
when it’s time to head for the Praia do Farol.

What a difference a couple of letters can make! Although
there are obvious similarities — unbroken expanses of golden
beach on a sandpit island — Farol is completely cut off from
the mainland, and the 45-minute ferry trip means that it is
less convenient for locals looking to catch just a couple of
hours of sun. But visitors with time on their hands will love it.
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