





Just half an hour’s drive from Hannover is Lake Steinhude,

a 32 km square inland sea, the perfect spot for cycling,
rambling and watersports. From here you can cross to the
fortress of Wilhelmstein in a traditional old wooden craft, or
find out more about the locally discovered ‘bog mummies’ at
Lake Steinhude’s Nature Park.

The dreamy spires of the neo-Gothic castle at Marienburg
aren’t far away and look for all the world as though they’ve
just stepped out of the pages of a Grimms’ fairytale book.
Marienburg was home to the Guelph kings of Hannover, the
19th century castle is wonderful to visit, beautifully positioned
on a hilltop in the spectacular Calenberger countryside. The
rooms occupied by the last King and Queen of Hannover are
still completely intact and can be viewed during a guided tour.

Half an hour by high-speed train takes you to Wolfsburg for
a visit to Volkswagen’s Autostadt, an enormously popular
futuristic attraction for all motor fanatics.

But if you’d rather go back in time, take a trip north to Celle.
Having escaped the war damage of Hannover, this medieval
town gives a true picture of German life in the Middle Ages.
The 13th century Schloss dominates the town, all Gothic
windows, turrets and courtyards, and a wonderful glimpse
of the past. Every street in the old town is a treat, containing
no fewer than 480 half-timbered buildings and fascinating to
stroll around.

In under an hour’s drive from Hannover, you can reach the
beautiful town of Hamelin, one of Germany’s best known
towns, thanks to the Pied Piper, and a great trip if you

have youngsters. Aside from the Museum Hameln which
commemorates the famous legend, there’s a carillon and at
1.05pm, 3.35pm and 5.35pm each day its figures enact the
Piper’s two visits to Hamlin. Every Sunday from mid-May
to mid-September a Pied Piper historical costume play is
performed, for free. But regardless of its legend, the town’s
medieval houses and narrow streets make it a lovely place to
spend a day.

In business terms, Hannover is an all-round winner. It’s the
site for major industries, service providers, a trading centre
and a world-class venue for trade fairs and exhibitions.

Volkswagen is the town’s biggest employer while its industry
suppliers, Continental, Varta and Wabco Westinghouse steal
a further big chunk of the town’s workforce.

TUI, the largest tourism company in the world, also has

its headquarters here, while the financial services giant
AWD also generates its billions of euros in turnover here.
Hannover is also home to major insurance companies,
biscuit manufacturer Bahlsen, energy suppliers,
biotechnology firms, as well as broadband communications
and multimedia businesses.
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Furthermore, five of the world’s 10 biggest exhibitions take
place at Hannover, its flagship CeBIT is the world’s biggest
communications fair. After being awarded EXPO 2000, the
city invested millions of euros in its congress centre, hotels,
transport links and airport to equip itself perfectly for business
in the 21st century.

As Hannover has a flourishing trade fair industry, hoteliers
can (and do) hike prices during major events. Book ahead
during popular festivals or if you want to be close to
exhibition centres.

Just 300 metres from the airport, the five-star Holiday Inn
Crowne Plaza (+ 49 (0) 5117 7070) features 210 rooms,
fitness centre and swimming pool. Hannover’s former casino
has been converted into the Courtyard Marriott (0800 1 854
422) www.marriott.com, and boasts a wonderful setting
beside the Maschee Lake. Or try the stylish Loccumer Hof
hotel (+49 (0) 511 2640) www.loccumerhof.de, close to

the Hauptbahnhof. One of the most sought-after hotels in
the city is the Georgenhof (+49 (0) 511 702 244). A country
house hotel set in its own private park in the Nordstadt. Its
Stern restaurant is internationally acclaimed and although
expensive offers a cheaper menu at lunchtimes.

For upscale, exclusive designer names, step no further than
Georgstrasse and adjacent Bahnhofstrasse, two of the most
popular shopping streets in Germany. “There is hardly any
other city with so many shopping opportunities so close
together,” claimed Doris Schréder-Kopf, the Ex-Chancellor’s
wife, advocating the delights of her home town.

Add to these streets, Niki de Saint Phalle Promenade,
Krépscke Passage and the glittering Galerie Luise and you
have some of the best retail kilometres in Europe. These are
places to invest in haute-couture, one-off designs, high-class
jewellery, silverware and porcelain.

For more atmosphere and charm, and fewer euros, stroll
around the old town with its elegant boutiques, art galleries,
antique shops and craft centres. But for real bargains visit
the flea-market on the banks of the River Leine. If you're after
Saxony delights for the larder at home, dip into the Market
Hall which offers mouth-watering delicacies here and every
other corner of the globe.
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The people of Hannover are passionate about football and as
one of the host cities for the 2006 FIFA World Cup took their
responsibilities seriously to heart. The Niedersachsenstadion
stadium was totally reconstructed with new roof, undersoil
heating and state-of-the-art, roof-mounted lighting systems.
For spectators, two 41m?2 LED video walls were installed
along with 66 loudspeakers. In total, the stadium cost €64m
to remodel, with some €24m of this coming from the city of
Hannover itself.

In truly efficient German style, work on the stadium finished
ahead of schedule in December 2004.

Unfortunately the town’s football team, known as the ‘Reds’,
has had rather more mixed fortunes. Hannover Fussballclub
was founded way back in 1896 by a group of school boys
but in recent decades the North German team has had little
to celebrate. However, Reinhold Franz led Hannover back
to the Second Division as champions in 1998 with a squad
that included current German internationals Sebastian Kehl,
Gerald Asamoah and Fabian Ernst. No doubt Hannover
supporters will be hoping the new stadium will give their
team a vital kick start this season.

Flybe operates a daily service to Hannover from Birmingham,
Manchester and Southampton airports.

Climate: Hannover lies in the North German plain. Winters can
be very cold, temperatures down to -3°C in January but up to
13°C in July. Expect rain in summer but also long hot sunny
spells.

Currency: The Euro. €1 = 68p or €1 = €1.47. (March 2007). For
current rate check with your bank.

Dialling code: + 49 + 511 + establishment number.

Information: Hannover Tourist Office, Ernst-August-Platz 2,
30159, Hannover, Germany. Tel: +49 (0) 5111 234 5111. Email:
info@hannover-tourism.de www.hannover-tourism.de.

Public holidays 2007: October 3.

If you’re likely to be jumping on and off buses and trams, it’s
cost effective to buy a day ticket, €3 per person. Trams stop
either on Ernst-August-Platz or go underground to form the
U-Bahn, and stop at Hauptbahnhof and Krépcke. Look out
for the artistic tram and bus stops, an eccentric feature of
the city.
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