





Castle Rushen - This 12th-century fortress stands in the
pretty harbour town of Castletown. There are dungeons
to explore and a museum. Visit the Old House of Keys in
Parliament Square and the Old Schoolhouse nearby (+44
(0)1624 648000).

Cregneash Folk Village - A village near Port St Mary
celebrating crofters’ way of life in the 19th century (+44
(0)1624 648000).

House of Manannan - In Peel: this is a multimedia
celebration of the island’s history, from Vikings to Celts

and the present day (+44 (0) 1624 648000). There is also a
Kipper Museum here (+44 (0)1624 843622), and St Germain’s
Cathedral within the ruins of Peel Castle on St Patrick’s Isle
(+44 (0)1624 648000).

The Manx Museum - In Douglas: comprising the National Art
Gallery, archaeology, Manx history, and TT race exhibition.
Good for children; includes multimedia displays (+44 (0)1624
648000).

Port Erin Steam Railway Museum - Next to Port Erin
Station is the fascinating Steam Railway Museum, which
houses locomotives, carriages, memorabilia, and relics
going back to the opening of the island’s first passenger
steam railway in 1873. The museum is open daily in the main
season.

Snaefell - Meaning ‘Snow Mountain’, is one of the
unmissable experiences of the Isle of Man. Depending on
inclination and fitness, you have three choices: either take
the mountain railway the whole way from Laxey Station (+44
(0)1624 663 366), take the train halfway (to the Bungalow on
the TT course) and walk the rest, or walk the whole way up.
There is a café at the top of the 670m tall mountain.

L’Experience is the Isle of Man’s best-known French-style
restaurant offering a wide range of dishes both for lunch and
dinner.

In the evenings, L'Experience offers three fixed-price menus
(two at the weekends) priced at £20.95, £25.90 and £28.95
including three courses and coffee. Inspired by French
regional cooking, high quality local ingredients are used
wherever possible and all meals are freshly cooked to order.
Well known for delicious French onion soup, freshly caught
local fish, excellent sauces and home-made desserts, the
restaurant has also been said to serve the best steaks on
the Island! The lunchtime menu is a la carte, anything from
a bowl of soup to a four-course meal and vegetarians are
imaginatively catered for and will be spoilt for choice.
Opened in 1981 by Chef patron Tony and his wife, Jill,

this little taste of France is tucked away at the northern

end of Douglas promenade, at the bottom of Summerhill.
L’Experience is candle-lit by night and decorated with unusual
French memorabilia, with an accordion player adding extra
French atmosphere on Saturday nights. This aptly named
restaurant offers the bonus of table magic in request,
performed by Tony himself. Tel: +44 (0) 1624 623103
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The Isle of Man has a surprisingly wide variety of dining
options given its size, from French bistros to Spanish tapas
bars, modern restaurants to traditional a la cartes. Being

an island rich in fish resources, the seafood, such as Manx
queenies (small scallops), always come highly recommended
and, of course, no visit to the island is complete without
trying the renowned Manx kippers.

Bar George (+44 (0)1624 617 799). A delightful bistro-cum-
bar on Hill Street in Douglas.

Bon Vivant (+44 (0)1624 824 000), in ancient Castletown
offers diners the chance to dine in the shadow of Castle
Rushen.

The Garrison (+44 (0)1624 824 885) on Bank Street in
Douglas is a Spanish tapas bar in one of the ancient stone
houses.

The Highlander at Greeba (+44 (0)1624 852 609) away from
Douglas on the TT course has excellent modern cuisine for
lunches or dinner.

La Mona Lisa (+44 (0)1624 862 488), is a traditional Italian
restaurant on Glen Road in Laxey, which sells all the usual
national fodder, including pizza, pasta, steak, chicken and
fresh seafood dishes.

The Rendezvous (+44 (0)1624 676 833) in Duke Street is a
well-known Douglas eatery.

The Sefton Hotel’s award-winning Gallery Restaurant
(+44 (0) 1624 645 500) offers up-market food and is famed
for its homemade ice cream, such as pistachio or tiramisu
flavours. Sir Norman'’s is the new bar with an extensive wine
list and lunch, afternoon tea, and dinner menus.

Tanrogan (+44 (0) 1624 472 411), in Ridgeway Street
specialises in fish, and is popular with the film crews on
location.

Most of the big-name high-street brands such as Marks &
Spencer, Next, and Boots can be found in Strand Street in
Douglas.

There is also a fish shop here where you can buy your Manx
kippers, though Peel is the kipper capital of the island. More
boutique-type shopping can be found at Tynwald Mills, near
St John’s, on the way to Peel. Here you will find clothes, craft,
and chocolate shops, and it is a good place to buy gifts.
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Mention the Isle of Man to any sports fan and the first
thought will be the annual TT races held for two weeks
each June. First staged in 1907, motorcyclists still use the
legendary Mountain Course, which traverses 37.75 miles of
public roads.

Golf: Somewhat less frenetic is golf with a number of
courses for visitors to enjoy. Among the best known are the
Castletown Golf Links (+44 (0)1624 822201) in Derbyhaven.
It has sea views from every side and is known for its 18-
hole championship golf course and fine cuisine. Try also the
Mount Murray Hotel and Country Club (+44 (0)1624 661 111)
in Santon (ten minutes from Douglas and the airport), which
has a superb health club, pool and golf course. The golf
course is championship-standard and comprises 6,332 yards
of spectacular views, contoured fairways and lush greens.
There are seven other courses to try on the island. www.
isleofmangolf.com

Fishing: The island has great fishing, in sea, river and
reservoir. Game fishing for salmon, sea trout, and trout is
popular, as is pier fishing in Douglas Harbour. There are eight
reservoirs varying in size. Licences are available from the
Tourist Information Centre in Douglas, along with a guide on
where to fish.

Other pursuits in the Isle of Man include walking with a
network of footpaths that criss-cross 17 natural glens; pony
trekking; and watersports, especially windsurfing and sailing.

Mountain biking: Has increased in popularity over the last
few years — you only have to look up the Manx Mountain Bike
Club website and scan over the many events there are. There
are also several mountain biking routes designated by the
council, such as Southern Comfort Loop and A Grand Day
Out, each with a difficulty rating. www.manxmtb.org

Sea kayaking: A great and unobtrusive way of exploring the
coastline. Adventurous Experiences is an outdoor education
provider, which offers coastseering, rock climbing, abseiling,
hill navigation as well as sea kayaking. The Venture Centre
also holds kayak training.
www.adventurousexperiences.com
www.adventure-centre.co.uk

Diving: Isle of Man is regarded by many to be an untapped
diving market. It has excellent dive sites at Port Erin, Ramsey,
Peel, The Wreck of the Glendun, The Sugar Loaf Caves,

and Groudle Glen, where you can find marine wrecks and
fantastic marine life, such as lobsters, wrasse, seals and
basking sharks. Try Mann Scuba Divers in Port Erin (+44 (0)
1624 835 202) and Discover Diving, based in Ballasalla (+44
(0) 1624 822 442).

www.mannscubadivers.co.uk

www.discoverdiving.im
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The island has plenty of entertainment options, from pubs
with live music to nightclubs, cinemas and a casino.

Don’t forget to visit the Villa Marina and Gaiety Theatre
complex in Douglas, which boasts a 1,500-seat auditorium,
cinema, children’s play area, and conference suites. The Villa
Marina complements the Gaiety Theatre, which was restored
to its Victorian splendour in time for its centenary in 2000.
www.gov.im/villagaiety

Golf in the Glen

There is a new 18-hole golf course at Glen Truan at the
extreme north end of the island. The course, in a naturally
sheltered area, includes a trout-stocked lake, ancient dunes,
and glacial deposits, and has good natural drainage (+44
(0)1624 880359).

A paragon of culinary excellence

Try the new Paragon carvery restaurant on the first floor of
the Hilton Hotel with views over Douglas seafront. It has
been completely refurbished, and offers breakfast, lunch, and
dinner, plus cream teas and a Sunday brunch (+44 (0)1624
625535).

Spot the shark

The Isle of Man is a basking shark ‘hotspot’ so it’s an ideal
location for those who want to do a bit of shark spotting.
The island has particularly high densities of basking sharks
compared to elsewhere in the British Isles and anyone

who spots one is invited to take part in a wildlife study
monitoring their habits. A new website dedicated to the
sharks details everything you could ever wish to know about
the creatures and takes details of sighting reports. www.
manxbaskingsharkwatch.com

The Bee Gees were born here, Jeremy Clarkson, Norman
Wisdom and Nigel Mansell moved here - so if you fancy
setting up a home on the island you’ll be in good company.

The legal system on the island is separate and quite different
from the rest of the UK. Legal work involved in buying or
selling property has to be carried out by a Manx Advocate as
there are no licensed conveyancers on the island.
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Facts You Need

Climate: The weather is changeable, so it is advisable to pack
waterproofs and warm clothes whatever the season. May-
August offers mild to warm temperatures. Winters can be wet,
with the lowest temperatures (-3°C to 6°C) expected between
December and February.

Currency: The pound sterling (£). For current rate, check with
your bank.

Dialling Code: (0)1624. From outside the UK 00 44, and drop
the (0) of the area code.

Information: Isle of Man Department of Tourism and Leisure,
Sea Terminal Douglas, Isle of Man, IM1 2RG. Tel: +44 (0)1624
686 801.

Email: tourism@gov.im

More information on events and things to do at: www.
visitisleofman.com

Language: English is the first language of modern Manx
people but the ‘old’ language is Manx Gaelic. There are no
longer any native Manx speakers but a growing number of
enthusiasts have kept it alive and it is a learning option for all
schoolchildren over the age of seven.

Public Holidays 2007: August 27, December 25,26
Time difference: The British Isles share the same time,

Greenwich Mean Time (GMT) in winter, and British Summer
Time (BST), which is GMT plus 1 hour, in the summer.

Local Services

Tourist Offices
www.visitisleofman.com (Tel: +44 (0) 1624 686801)

Flybe Services

Flybe offers regular services to and from Birmingham,
London Gatwick, Liverpool (from March 30, 2008),
Manchester, Newquay (details to be announced soon) and
Southampton. www.flybe.com
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