











Paris

Tourist Offices
www.parisinfo.com (Tel: +33 (0) 8 92 68 3000)

Flybe services to Paris is served by regular scheduled Flybe
flights from Belfast, Birmingham, Cardiff, Edinburgh, Exeter,
Manchester, Norwich and Southampton. www.flybe.com

The Métro combined with the RER suburban express lines
is the simplest way of moving around Paris. The Métro runs
from 5.30am to 0.830am, RER trains run from 5am to 0.30am.
Stations are evenly spaced and you’ll rarely be more than
500 metres from one in the city centre.

From mid-April to mid-September, a special orange and
white Balabus service passes all the major tourist sights
between Grande Arche de la Défense and Gare de Lyon.
These run every 15 minutes from noon to 9pm only on
Sundays and holidays.

For a short stay in Paris, carnets of 10 tickets valid on bus,
Métro and RER can be bought from any station or tabac for
€10.50 instead of €1.40 per ticket.

Climate: Paris has a temperate climate with warm summers
reaching 25 degrees C. Temperatures in January and February
fall to about 4 degrees C. Rainfall is likely year-round.

Currency: The Euro. £1=€1.49 (August 2007).

Dialling code: For Paris dial +33 1, followed by the
establishment number.

Information: French Government Tourist Office, 178
Piccadilly, London W1J 9AL. E-mail: info.uk@franceguide.com

Paris Convention and Visitors Bureau, 25 rue des Pyramides,
75001 Paris. Tel: +33 (0) 892 68 3000.
www.parisinfo.com

Public Holidays 2007: August 15, November 1, 11, December
25, 26 2008: Jan 1; Mar 24: May 1, 8, 12; Jul 14; Aug 15; Nov
1, 11; Dec 25, 26.

Time difference: Paris is one hour ahead of the UK

French flair for style and design is as evident in Paris shops
as it is in other aspects of the culture, and browsing around
its markets and bookshops is a delight. In contrast to many
other European capitals, fierce Parisian loyalty to local traders
has kept many small shops alive and the capital is peppered
with a wonderful variety of speciality stores.

Place St-Germain-des-Prés. The kilometre surrounding this
place is particularly hard to beat, its winding streets overflow
with bookshops, antiques, artwork and ornaments, but in
almost any quarter of the city you’ll stumble over enticing
treasures to take home.

Fashion:

If you’ve come for top designer labels, anyone who’s anyone
in fashion is here, and most of the big names are conveniently
located in the centre. Agnés B, Chanel, Christian Lacroix,
Versace, Jean-Paul Gaultier and Yves Saint-Laurent not only
have their own glamorous emporia, but also display their
collections at department stores like Galeries Lafayette and
Printemps. Check website for a complete designer list. www.
modeaparis.com

rue St-Placide and rue St-Dominique for Paris chic without
designer price tags, try the rue St-Placide and rue St-
Dominique in the 6th and 7th arrondissements or Forum des
Halles which is packed with great value clothes shops.

Books:

If the catwalk leaves you cold, take a look at the rows of book
stalls in the Latin Quarter, by the Seine. Whatever the time of
year, leafing through the works of Voltaire and Sartre in the
streets they were penned is an experience not to be missed.

Apart from Shakespeare & Co (see Perfect Day above), Gibert
Jeune, 10 place St-Michel, is the biggest of the student-
academic haunts, with a vast choice of French and English
books. Rare and specialist volumes can also be found; visit
Présence Africaine for black African titles or Caribbean and
North African philosophy.

Food:
Sumptuous food stores are everywhere in Paris, with cheese
counters to die for.

Carmés et Fils, rue de Lévis, features cheese made in cellars
below the shop, but one of the greatest pleasures is simply
exploring the back streets and diving into anything that looks
interesting. There are stores specialising in everything from
chocolate to snails, and of course no shortage of caves
where you can sample wine before you buy. Food markets
usually start at around 7am and pack up about 1pm. www.
parisinfo.com
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