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Rennes

After the sun sets, around 22.30 in summer, the city’s population 
seems to double in size, and the party-goers carry on until the 
sun rises. Much of the action revolves around place St-Anne, 
place St-Michel and surrounding streets. But, with its large 
student community, hot nightspots can be found across the city, 
there are some great bars and discos to the south of the Vilaine.

Théâtre National de Bretagne, 1 rue St-Helier (tel: +33 (0) 2 99 
31 12 31) stages a varied programme throughout the year apart 
from August. Live jazz takes place twice weekly at Déjazey 
Jazz Club, 54 rue St-Malo (tel: +33 (0) 2 99 38 70 72), closed 
Sundays.

Two of the most popular night spots are Bernique Hurlante, 40 
rue St-Malo (tel. +33 (0) 2 99 38 70 09) featuring an intimate, 
book-lined bar and Bar le Nozdei, 39 rue de Dinan (+33 (0) 2 99 
30 61 64) which hosts live music the first Tuesday of the month.

  Nightlife

This bustling student town is a centre of learning, history and 
expensive property and also has a reputation as the party 
mecca of northwest France. If you are looking to buy a property 
in the centre of town you can expect to pay a hefty price. 
However, Brittany is one of the most affordable regions to live 
within France and is very popular with British and French buyers 
alike, with Rennes recently being voted one of the best places 
to live in France. For those who don’t want to break the bank, a 
more attractive proposition would be one of the many properties 
in villages surrounding Rennes or on its outskirts. With an 
extensive, modern and highly maintained road system getting to 
the city is hardly a chore. If you do buy a property that you are 
looking to rent out, then finding tenants will most likely not be a 
problem as a significant portion of residents are students. The 
region has also picked up the nickname of ‘little Britain’ as many 
Brits have retired there or bought second homes in the area.

One contact is JB French Houses. 
www.jbfrenchhouses.co.uk

  Property

Markets:
No one should miss the largest market of the country, staged 
every Saturday morning at Place des Lices, but there are plenty 
of other covered markets in the Breton capital. The tourist office 
produces a list.

Fashion:
Large parts of the town are pedestrianised, making shopping 
a delight and well worth a quick hop for the weekend. As the 
shopping capital of Brittany, Rennes offers many catwalk names 
alongside large stores, including Printemps, Galeries Lafayette, 
Hermès, Max Mara and Hugo Boss.

Books:
If you’re feeling highbrow, there are bookshops galore to feed 
deep-thinking minds, and lots of local Breton retailers including 
Guy Cotten, Armor Lux and La Trinitaine.

Crafts:
Souvenir-hunters will enjoy Ti-Breiz, 2 rue Hoche or L’encre 
de Bretagne, 28 rue St-Melaine, Cap Breizh, 26 avenue Jean 
Janvier. 

  Shopping

Climate: Rennes has a temperate climate, with mild winters and 
warm summers, and temperatures similar to southern Britain. 
Temperatures can fall to 4 degrees C, reaching a maximum 21 
degrees C in summer. Expect rain at any time.

Currency: The Euro. €1 = 68p or £1= €1.47.

Dialling code: For Rennes dial +33 2.

Information: Office de Tourisme Rennes, 11, rue St-Yves, Rennes 
35000. Tel: +33 299 671 111.

Website: www.tourisme-rennes.com

Public Holidays 2007: November 1,11, December 25, 26 2008: 
Jan 1; Mar 24; May 1,8,12; Jul 14; Aug 15; Nov 1,11; Dec 25,26.

Time difference: Rennes is one hour ahead of the UK.

  Facts You Need

Tourist Offices 
www.tourisme-rennes.com (Tel: +33 2 99 67 11 11)

 Local Services

Rennes is served by regular flights from Belfast, Edinburgh, 
Exeter, Manchester and Southampton. www.flybe.com

  Flybe Services

Buses run daily 05.00-20.00. Areas with a busy nightlife have 
services running until midnight. Tickets can be bought on 
the bus, from the bus office (12, rue du Pré Botté, situated 
behind the Post Office), tel +33 (0) 811 555 535. www.star.fr

A metro line runs through the heart of Rennes and accepts 
the same ticket. Kennedy line runs from the train station to 
place de la République, Poterie line runs in the opposite 
direction. €1.10 per ticket, carnet of 10, €10.00, one-day 
pass €3.20.

  Getting Around 


