











Salzburg

Tourist Offices
www?2.salzburg.info (Tel: +43 (0) 662 / 88987-0)
www.austria.info/uk (Tel: +44 (0) 845 101 18 18)

Salzburg is served in the winter programme by return Flybe flights
from Birmingham, Exeter and Southampton.

One of Salzburg’s — and Europe’s — most spectacular sights is five
kilometres out of the city centre. The archiepiscopal summer palace
of Schloss Hellbrunn, its zoo, its museum and its gardens are well
worth the short bus-ride.

Built in the early 17th century as a summer retreat for Archbishop
Marcus Sitticus, the ltalianate palace itself is a testament to the
cultural wealth of the age. The star attraction, however, is the
Wasserspiele — an ingenious water garden where hidden fountains
burst unexpectedly to life, drenching the unwary.

In the nicest possible way, the area around Salzburg has its ups and
downs — and they don’t get much further “down” than the salt mines
on which the city built its reputation and its riches.

The Salzburg/Bad Duerrnberg Salt Mines, a short way beyond the
old city gates, are now open to the public. Guests are required

to don the miners’ traditional white overalls before boarding a
precarious-looking miniature railway for a guided tour of the mine
workings.

For a more elevated experience, clamber up to the Hohenwerfen
Adventure Fortress. Perched atop a 155-metre outcrop, the fortress
towers over the Salzach valley, and is now — among other things -
the official Salzburg Falconry Centre, featuring daily flying displays
by a huge array of birds of prey.

Back at ground level, you can’t visit the original Church of St
Nikolaus in the village of Oberndorf any more — the entire village was
relocated after devastating flooding in the 1930s — but the church’s
claim to fame lives on.

On its site sits the tiny Silent-Night-Memorial Chapel, because it
was in St Nikolaus’ that the world’s best-loved carol was first sung,
on Christmas Eve 1818. And at 5pm on December 24th every year,
thousands and thousands of visitors congregate outside the chapel
to sing it again — in any one of 300 different languages!

It is said, with some pride, that Salzburg’s Altstadt is home to more
than 400 shops not, in itself, something to write home about. But
what makes Salzburg shopping different is the age of the place.

The cheese shop dates back to 1892, the candy store to 1865,
and the Mayer family’s button shop was founded in 1758. Those,
however, are the newcomers. The Jahn-Markl tannery, which now
makes a range of leather goods including traditional lederhosen,
started in business in 1408. The smithy at Getreidegasse 28 was
founded in 1389!

Although there are plenty of 21st Century boutiques around, the
Altstadt’s emphasis is on quality craftsmanship. Best buys include
leather goods, lace, jewellery, ceramics, traditional handicrafts and
accessories from shoes and gloves to handmade umbrellas and
parasols.

Salzburg’s sweet tooth is much in evidence, with confectioners and
chocolatiers in abundance. And there’s no better way to round off a
shopping trip than with a visit to Sporer’s brandy tavern, which sells
— and serves — nothing but homemade liqueurs!

With most of Salzburg suffering from year-round Mozart madness
it’s often hard to track down any other kind of music.

And for those who prefer funk to Figaro, the problem is exacerbated
by Salzburg’s highly-conservative planning regulations. Often
housed in historic buildings, nightclubs aren’t allowed to proclaim
their existence with gaudy neon and flashing lights.

Despite outward appearances, however, there are plenty of them,
principally on Rudolfskai, Giselakai and Fran Josef Kai along the
banks of the Salzach river (“Kai” is German for “quay”). Casual
clubbers should look out for knots of youngsters clamouring for
admission through otherwise-anonymous doors, while those who
prefer a more structured approach should consult www.salzburg-
night.at or www.salzburg-cityguide.at for up-to-the-minute listings
of what’s on when and where. Irish folk to hard rock is on offer at
Rudolfskai, on the left bank of the Salzach. Live music also booms
out at the Rockhouse, Schallmooser Haupstrassse.

For marginally less-frenetic evenings, visitors should check out
the innumerable watering-holes of the old town — Steingasse, in
particular, is crammed with convivial pubs and bars.

Casino Salzburg has moved around since it first opened its doors
back in 1934, but it now seems to have found permanent home in
the Schloss Klessheim, on the outskirts of the city.
www.casinos.at

Even if you're not into gambling, it is worth a visit — architecturally,
Klessheim is a riot of baroque over-indulgence, combining the
excesses of Versailles with the Palladian influences of northern Italy.

Climate: Salzburg winters are generally cold and dry, with regular
snow-showers but little rain. Summers are hot and sunny, but
interspersed with occasional rainy spells, which can last for several
days. Take an umbrella, and check out weather forecasts on www.
salzburg.com.

Currency: The Euro. €1 = 68p or £1 = €1.47.

Dialling code: Austria’s country code is +43, followed by the Salzburg
city code (0) 662, followed by the required number.

Information: The Austrian National Tourist Office in London is not
open to the public. More holiday information call +44 (0) 845 101
1818, or visit www.austria.info/uk. Salzburg’s own tourist website,
www2.salzburg.info, is excellent — and in English!

Public holidays 2007: October 26, November 1, December 8,25,26.
2008: Jan 1,6; Mar 21-24; May 1,11; Jun 22; Aug 15; Oct 26; Nov 1;
Dec 8,25,26.

Time difference: GMT minus 1hr.
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